C 52 H 39 Cl 2 N 3 Pd, tetragonal, I4
Pd,Cl,Cl,C,N coordination plane (dihedral angle 87.4°). In contrast, the pyridine ring makes an angle of 42.4°with the metal plane, this obviously minimising its steric interactions with both the two chlorido ligands and the two benzyl groups. The most striking feature of this structure concerns the orientation of the fluorenyl planes, which are both folded back towards the C6 ring of the benzimidazolyl unit. Consequently, the benzylic methylene groups are oriented towards the d z 2 orbital, with their hydrogen atoms coming all close to them etal centre. The corresponding C 6 H 5 CH×××Pd separations (2.416-2.664 Å) lie in a rangewhich is characteristicofanagostic M×××H-Cinteractions [2] . In keeping with such interactions, whichare essentially electrostaticinnature, the 1 HNMR signalofthe CH 2 groupsappears at much lowerf ield thant hats een for the same protons in the imidazolium precursor used for the preparation of the complex (Dd =1 .75 ppm).T he Pd-Cl( 2.322(1) and 2.334(1) Å),P d-C (1.954(2) Å),and Pd-N (2.093(2) Å) bond lengths are comparable to those found in related trans-[PdCl 2 (NHC)(pyridine)] complexes [1, 3] 
